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After sixty years from the Treaty of Rome, Eu-
rope has faced many challenges.

In order to compete at global level, Europe
needs to evolve from a Union based on goods
and free circulation to one based on knowl-
edge and open access, where ideas, solutions
and choices are closely and inevitably inter-
connected at trans-national, cross-sectoral and
trans-disciplinary levels.

In recent years, the socio-economic system has
faced an increased number of variables and
stakeholders, introducing pressures and chal-
lenges whose political choices in preventing and
managing emergencies have asked to address a
complexity hard to tackle. Complex systems
are characterized by the difficulty to make ac-
curate predictions on their evolution which can
result in abrupt changes, faster than the capaci-
ty to adapt and resile. In this context, a knowl-
edge-based support is required, but the ability
to foresee the future is a difficult task.

The act or ability to predict what will happen
or be needed in the future is usually referred
as “foresight” and despite different methodol-
ogies can be adopted, their ultimate goal is to

support decisions.

A Science and Technology Foresight, while driv-
en by societal, political or economic needs, can
address scenarios or solutions, eventually iden-
tifying breakthrough technologies to tackle the
challenges and proposing research and innova-
tion paths.

In the process towards the definition and launch
of the Ninth Framework Program of the Euro-
pean Union, a reflection at European level on
the role of research in support to policy, is ur-
gently needed.

The event aims at debating on the relevance
of foresight, in particular addressing the role
of Science &Technology in fulfilling the societal
needs. Participants will be invited to discuss
different visions, roles and impacts of foresight,
distinguishing between the approach of fore-
casting (that is, designing scenarios and their
risk assessments) and the one of backcasting
(that is, defining a clear objective and the strat-
egies to achieve it). In particular, the debate
will address the role of EU institutions, Mem-
ber States, industry, research and civil society in
forecasting and/or in driving the future.
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